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  WOMEN’S STATE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF UTAH
_________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                   SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
GENERAL SESSION MINUTES
February 07, 2018 from 12:00 to 1:30 PM
Centennial Room, Utah State Capitol
CALL TO ORDER/WECOME:   President Kendra Seeley
The General Meeting of the Women’s State Legislative Council was called to order by President Kendra Seeley at 12:00 PM.   President Seeley welcomed members and guests. Guests Marilyn White and Heather Wollsey (a domestic violence survivor) were introduced as was Jen Christiansen, “Better Days 2020” who is running the celebration for year 2020.  Jen told the group that the Martha Cannon bill would hopefully pass on February 14.  It was pointed out that the WSLC will celebrate their 100th birthday in 2020.
Past President Kari Malkovich was recognized.  It was determined that there was a quorum.

The agenda for this meeting was distributed prior to the meeting.  The agenda was adopted as distributed.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Brandy Farmer
INSPIRATIONAL THOUGHT:  Heidi Balderree gave the inspirational thought on Susan B. Anthony.
MINUTES:  The minutes were approved as amended correcting the checking account balance.
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Gwen Springmeyer reported a checking account balance of $2,884.14 as of February 06, 2018, and a Zion’s Money Market balance of $11,999.82 as of January 31, 2018.  The report will be filed.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:
President Seeley reported for Josie Valdez that we had 44 in attendance with 11 executive committee members, 33 general members and 14 guests.  Our membership is now a total of 69 paid members.
AFFILIATE REPORT: 
Utah County president Carolina Herrin had no report.
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT REPORT:   Vacant

New Business:  

President Seeley reported that as provided in the Bylaws, Article IX. Section 10. “states, “a vacancy in an elected office shall be filled from the accredited members by appointment by the President with the approval of the Executive Board for the unexpired term.  Such appointment shall be ratified by the voting body of the WSLC at the next regular meeting.
Accordingly, at the Executive Board Meeting preceding this meeting, the president appointed Carolina Herrin to fill the vacancy of 1st vice president with the approval of the executive board.  The appointment was voted on and was ratified.  This appointment results in the vacancy in 2nd vice president.  This position needs to be filled by the Utah County affiliate council and will be reported and ratified at next week’s general session.
PROGRAM BY NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE:  GayLynn Bennion & Kari Malkovich
12:15-12:45 PM:  HB 181 Consumption and Homemade Food Act:  Rep. Mark Roberts ® District 67
This bill would allow individuals to sell homemade food and food products directly to an informed consumer without having to get the recipe approved, without having to build a commercial kitchen, and without having to register and be licensed.  The way it stands now if a child wants to have lemonade stand the recipe for the lemonade would have to be preapproved and if they change the way they make the lemonade the recipe would have to be approved again.  This bill would allow homemade items to be sold to an informed public as long as the foods were made in a home kitchen. His rationale is that people eat food made in their kitchens all the time without becoming ill.
Opposition:  Sterling Brown, Vice President—Public Policy, Utah Farm Board
Mr. Brown has two thoughts concerning this food bill, safety and fairness.  First regarding safety of food being prepared with the sole purpose of selling the product to the public there needs to be some level of minimum inspection for the consumer’s safety and confidence in the product. Allowing food to be prepared in a noncommercial kitchen and being sold to the public without being inspected is unfair to commercial food businesses.
12:45-1:15 PM:  HB 169, Commercial Waste Fee Amendments, Rep. John Knotwell ® District 52. 
Rep. Knotwell stated that this is an opportunity for the legislature to appropriate general funds money to cover some of the program fee that Energy Solutions pays that is federally mandated for the inspection of their facility at Clive, Utah.  It does not mandate that the legislature pays the fee but gives them the option to do that to pay some of the fee the entire fee or none of the fee.   
Opposition:  Jessica Reimer, Policy Advocate, Heal Utah

 Jessica told the group that for the past 20 years Heal Utah has worked to prevent Utah from becoming the place where the rest of the U.S. and in fact other nations send their nuclear waste. She stated that radioactive waste is something that is poisonous to both our health and the health of the land, air and water around us and they do not believe that Utah should be the dumping ground for this type of waste especially when we have no nuclear power plants.
1:15-1:30 PM:  DEQ Environment Quality Budget Requests. 

Alan Matheson, Director of Environmental Quality
Opposition: Rep Kay Christofferson, ® District 56, Utah County
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The next meeting will be February 14, 2018 in the Copper Room, Senate Office Building, 12:00 -1:30 PM.
ADJOURN:  1:30 PM
Carol Harley
Recording Secretary

