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  WOMEN’S STATE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF UTAH
_________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                   SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
GENERAL SESSION MINUTES
January 31, 2018 from 12:05 to 1:20 PM
Gold Room, Utah State Capitol
CALL TO ORDER/WECOME:  Vice President Kendra Seeley
The General Meeting of the Women’s State Legislative Council was called to order by First Vice President Kendra Seeley at 12:00 PM.  Vice President Seeley welcomed members and guests.
Past President Kari Malkovich was recognized.  It was determined that there was a quorum.
The agenda for this meeting was distributed prior to the meeting.  The agenda was adopted as amended to add Senator Todd Weiler to address the assembly at 12:10.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Patricia Stillman
INSPIRATIONAL THOUGHT:  Josie Valdez spoke on the diversity of “M & M’s”

MINUTES:  The minutes were approved as distributed.
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Gwen Springmeyer reported a checking account balance of $2,057.79 as of January 23, 2018, and a Zion’s Money Market balance of $11,998.52 as of December 29, 2017.  The report will be filed.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:
President-Elect Josie Valdez reported that we had 52 in attendance with 12 executive committee members, 34 general members and 6 guests.  Our membership is now a total of 62 paid members as of the end of the January 24 General Session meeting.
AFFILIATE REPORT: 
Utah County president Carolina Herrin reported that the next meeting will be February 20, 2018 where all the women mayors in Utah County will speak.  Everyone is invited to attend.
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT REPORT:   Kendra Seeley read a letter of resignation from President Suzanne Mulet.  Suzanne indicated that her work travel schedule would prevent her from attending the 2018 Legislative Session meetings therefore it would be in the best interests of the organization for her to step down.  According to the By-laws, Article IV. Section 2.b.3, “the first vice president shall assume the duties of the President in the event of her resignation.  

In addition, Article IX. Section 10 states, “vacancy in an elected office shall be filled from the accredited members by appointment by the President with the approval of the Executive Board for the unexpired term.  Such appointment shall be ratified by the voting body of the WSLC at the next regular meeting.”  Therefore, the appointment to fill the vacancy of 1st vice president will be made and approved by the executive board at the next executive board meeting and then ratified by Council members at the next general session meeting.
PROGRAM BY JUDICIARY COMMITTEE:  Donna Murphy, Barbara Stallone and Sylvia Bennion
12:15-12:45 PM:  HB 86 Victim Target Amendments, Sen. Daniel Thatcher ® District 12. 

 Sen. Thatcher told the group that he was trying to take this issue from a very clinical and a very law enforcement centric view.  He pointed out that some groups of people think a crime is a crime is a crime but he suggested that wasn’t the case.  Many crimes are crimes of opportunity but others are deliberately perpetrated against a select target due to who they are and may be used to target an entire community of people.  He suggested that when a crime causes pain and suffering and fear to entire community of people it does more damage than some other crimes. 
A question of bullying in schools was asked, Sen. Thatcher told the group about an app called Safe UT app which he developed in conjunction with a committee of people.  This app serves as a crisis intervention service, to be used if you ever need a therapist or suicide intervention, or if you ever need to report anything to your school.  This app has been rolled out through every single public district school in Utah and is completely free.  It has a button that will dial a suicide prevention line or open a two way messaging system.  
Opposition:  Sen. Jacob Anderegg, ® District 13.
Sen. Anderegg said the issue he has with the Victim Target Bill goes straight to the heart of the 14th Amendment which states that all people involved in part of a crime have equal protection under the law.  Therefore if the idea is to increase certain penalties then increase the penalty for the actions committed.  His problem is if this is the standard for all citizens, it is inappropriate to have a superseding citizenry.  No matter what you look like you should have equal protection under the law.  His fundamental problem is that if this is the standard everybody should be held to that standard, not above or below it.  
12:45-1:15 PM:  HB 161, Vehicle Registration, Rep. Christine Watkins ® District. 
Rep. Watkins told the group that the bill was brought to her by Kendra Seeley.  She filed the bill and presented it in committee last week.  The bill would change the requirement to carry the vehicle registration in the car.  
Opposition:  Col. Mike Rappich, Utah Highway Patrol.
Col. Rappich can understand the motivation behind the bill but he wanted the group to know that having a vehicle registration form in the car can make a traffic stop go more quickly and more smoothly.  Having the information from the registration form can make identification of car and driver goes smoother.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None

NEW BUSINESS:
A resolution was presented by Gay Lynn Bennion and Kari Malkovich and spoken to by Sen. Todd Weiler ® District 23 to replace the statue of Philo Farnsworth, father of TV, with the statue of Martha Hughes Cannon, the first woman ever elected as a senator in Utah or the country, in the National Statuary Hall Collection in the U.S. Capitol.  The resolution was approved by a unanimous vote of the general membership
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The next meeting will be February 07, 2018 in the Centennial Room 12-00 -1:30 PM, Education presenting.
ADJOURN:  1:20 PM
Carol Harley
Recording Secretary

