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  WOMEN’S STATE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF UTAH
_________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                    SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO SB0234 – UTAH INLAND PORT AUTHORITY
Whereas, Through eminent domain the state is seizing the last 38 square miles of undeveloped land in Salt Lake County;1 3000 acres of which the city has been actively planning;2
Whereas, This bill creates the Utah Inland Port Authority, establishes the duties, responsibilities, and powers of the Utah Inland Port Authority, establishes a board to govern the port authority, requires the port authority board to hire an executive director, defines land that is under the jurisdiction of the port authority, authorizes the port authority to work to establish an inland port and a foreign trade zone;3 

Whereas, The board provides for only two representatives from Salt Lake City, one from Salt Lake City Council and four from state officials,3 allowing the agency created to override city zoning decisions;5
Whereas, The bill strips land use authority from Salt Lake City and turns it over to a board not accountable to taxpayers1 and takes five percent off the top from special city taxing districts created to reinvest in area development;5
Whereas, The increase in business envisioned and created by this bill would add to existing problems of congested traffic, overpriced housing, shrinking water supply and cost of maintaining and updating infrastructure;
Whereas, The bill envisions substantial trade in out and of the state,4 with the concern that outgoing coal to China via the proposed Oakland port and incoming coal ash back from China to Promontory Landfill (which pulled its application for the class 5 landfill) under less regulation from state authority; and
Whereas, With the bill’s introduction on February 27, late in the legislative session, there is not sufficient time for discussion concerning a bill that could be the largest economic development project in Utah’s history;5 now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Women’s State Legislative Council of Utah opposes SB0234 – Utah Inland Port Authority.
Dated this _______  day of  March, 2018
___________________________


________________________
__________________________

Kendra Seeley, President


Gay Lynn Bennion, Director & Kathryn Gustafson, Cmte. Member

Women’s State Legislative Council
Natural Resources & Energy Legislative Committee of WSLC
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