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  WOMEN’S STATE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF UTAH
_________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                               SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
General Session Minutes

Wednesday, January 27, 2016

Copper Room, State Senate Building

12 – 1:30 PM

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by President Shauna Scott-Bellaccomo at 12:06.

Adoption of Agenda

President Scott-Bellaccomo presented the agenda and it was adopted. 

Pledge of Allegiance
Chaplain Lorraine Turner led the group in the pledge.

Inspirational Message
Gaylynn Bennion shared an inspirational message by Eleanor Roosevelt.
Minutes
Recording Secretary Katie Witt presented the minutes. The minutes were approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report
Gaylynn Bennion substituted for Renee Lowrey, and presented the income ($1767.24) and expenses ($1889.45) for the past month, and gave the balance for the checking account ($1791.22) and the money market account ($13,967.44). The treasurer’s report will be filed. 

Unfinished Business
None

New Business
Maria Nelson needs assistance with Attendance committee. 
Program Under the Direction of the Judiciary Committee (Co-Directors Taylor Rosecrans and Catherine Stokes)
Representative Brian Greene (R – Pleasant Grove) presented legislation he is sponsoring, HB 22 Civil Asset Forfeiture. Law enforcement uses asset forfeiture – the taking of property that has been involved in criminal activity – to assist in fighting crime. “Civil” asset forfeiture is when law enforcement takes these cases through civil court rather than criminal court, where the requirements are not as rigorous. Prosecution needs only prove a “preponderance of evidence” that the property has been used to perpetrate a crime or purchased by proceeds of illegal activity, rather than prove “beyond a reasonable doubt” that it was. 
Rep. Greene has several concerns with the way the law is being applied. First, individuals who were not involved in criminal activity can have their property confiscated. Because this is civil, not criminal, court, defendants are not entitled to representation. More than half of defendants choose not to defend themselves because, even if they “win” their case, they are only entitled to 20% of the value of their asset. In his opinion, it violates the constitutional principles of presumption of innocence and due process. 

The bill will make it possible to recover 100% of the asset’s value, and will attempt to encourage cases to be prosecuted in criminal court. 

Mr. Chad Platt (Salt Lake District Attorney’s office) deals with 80% of civil asset forfeiture cases in the state. Although there can be abuses of the process, the state of Utah has made provisions to counteract them. The process works very well here, with civil courts being able to return property more quickly than if property is tied up with a criminal case. When property is tied to defendants going through the criminal justice system, there is a tendency to bargain their liberty with their property. Assets that are legitimately taken (and don’t go to defray legal costs) goes to good organizations, including crime victim funds. 

Representative Norm Thurston (R – Provo) presented legislation he is sponsoring, HB 67 Weapons on Public Transportation. Currently, if a person without a permit carries a weapon on public, it is a misdemeanor. If that person then carries it onto public transportation, it is a felony. His bill aims to make carrying a weapon without a permit on public transportation a misdemeanor – just like if they were carrying it on the street. His bill only deals with carrying concealed weapons, and does not aim to change laws that deal with the weapon after it is removed from concealment or used for any purpose. 

The bill would strike out language in existing legislation that creates additional penalties on trains and busses. 

House Minority Leader, Representative Brian King (D – Salt Lake City) believes that the bill is a solution in search of a problem, and that the short title is misleading and/or poorly phrased. It encourages the possession of weapons, which does not make society safer. The data does not support it. If we are trying to get more people to take public transportation, we need to have them feel safe and not threatened. It is not clear by the verbiage of the bill if this is a ploy to allow people to carry without a permit. 

Announcements
None.
Adjourn
President Shauna Scott-Bellaccomo adjourned the meeting at 1:22.
