Women’s State Legislative Council
General Session 

September 23, 2015
12 – 1:30 PM 

Board Room, Utah State Capital

Call to Order: President Shauna Scott-Bellaccomo welcomed the group at 12:03 PM, including past president Bonnie Miller and Kari Malkovich.

Agenda: The agenda was adopted as presented.

Minutes: Katie Witt presented the minutes of the May 2015 General Session, which were adopted as presented. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Treasurer’s Report: Renee Lowery presented the fiscal statistics to the general membership, and her report was filed. She also reminded the group to pay their dues ($40).

Presentation:
The State Issues Committee, under the direction of Past-President Kari Malkovich and Seraya Amirthalingam, arranged for Senate President Wayne Niederhauser; Senate Minority Leader Gene Davis; and Kristin Cox, Executive Director of the Office of Management and Budget, to address the group.

Senate President Niederhauser discussed the fiscally responsible manner in which Utah prepares its budget, based on very conservative estimates. It does not change the forecast to meet the wants of the legislature. He fielded questions regarding Medicaid expansion and prison relocation.

Senator Gene Davis picked up where Senator Niederhauser left off on prison relocation, and discussed a new model of how to deal with offenders with mental health/drug abuse issues. He also discussed public education, and advocated for a graduated tax (rather than a non-deductable flat tax). 

Executive Director Kristin Cox discussed the $14.5 billion state budget. The biggest budget drivers in the state are: corrections, higher education, infrastructure, public education, Medicaid, and compensation. Utah is AAA rated by all 3 ratings agencies, and there is $500 M in a rainy day fund.

Business:
President Shauna Scott-Bellaccomo proposed a by-law change to be voted on in October, that would allow WSLC to use debit cards as well as checks.


Announcements:
Susan Vaughn announced that the Holiday Luncheon will be on December 2nd, 11 AM, at the Alta Club. Invitations will be passed out. 

Adjourned:
President Shauna Scott-Bellaccomo adjourned the meeting at 1:36 pm.



