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  WOMEN’S STATE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF UTAH
_________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                               SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
Resolution in Support of SB 196: Breast Feeding Protection Act

Whereas, The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommends that infants be exclusively breast fed for about the first six months with continued breastfeeding along with introduction of appropriate complementary foods for one year or longer;1

Whereas, The Association of Women's Health, Obstetric and Neonatal Nurses (AWHONN) supports, protects, and promotes breast feeding as the ideal and normative method for feeding infants;2

Whereas, AWHONN supports the implementation of legislation, policies, and public health initiatives that ensure the right to breast feed and promotes legislation that appropriately supports breast feeding in public and private locations including exclusion of breast feeding from state and federal indecency legislation;2

Whereas, The goal of the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) is to increase breast feeding rates in the United States and to promote optimal breastfeeding practices;1
Whereas, The 2011 Surgeon General’s Call to Action to Support Breastfeeding outlines six areas to focus support to increase breast feeding: mothers and their families, communities, health care, employment, research, public health infrastructure and legislation;1

Whereas, Utah is one of only two states that does not protect breast feeding in business establishments, a situation that allows businesses to relegate a woman to a restroom location or to ask her to move, cover up or leave while breast feeding;3
Whereas, More than 70% of Utah infants are breast fed at six months;3
Whereas, In the 23 years a modesty law has existed in Utah, there have been no reported instances of mothers being overly exposed while breast feeding;3 and
Whereas, Given the health benefits of breast feeding, HB 196 asserts that breast feeding is legal in public places and makes it easier for mothers to breast feed their children; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Women’s State Legislative Council of Utah supports HB 196: Breast Feeding Protection Act.

Dated this _______ day of February 2018.
________________________
______________________


_______________________

Kendra Seeley, President



Josie Valdez, President-elect  
& 
Sophia Hawes-Tingey, Co-chair

Women’s State Legislative Council


Sponsors


Business & Labor Leg. Cmte. 







Sources:

1www.cdc.gov/breastfeeding/index.htm
2(2015), Breastfeeding. Journal of Obstetric, Gynecologic, & Neonatal Nursing, 44: 145–150. doi:10.1111/1552-6909.12530
3https://www.sltrib.com/news/politics/2018/01/23/bill-seeks-to-clearly-allow-breastfeeding-in-public/
