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  WOMEN’S STATE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF UTAH
_________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                               SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
General Session Minutes

Wednesday, March 8, 2017
Copper Room, State Senate Building

12 – 1:30 PM

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by President Shauna Scott-Bellaccomo at 12:06 p.m.
The agenda was previously distributed to members.
Pledge of Allegiance
Susan Vaughn led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes
The minutes of the March 1, 2017 general meeting were approved as written and distributed.
Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Shannon Huff Jacobs reported that the checking account balance is $2037.91and the Zions money market account is $12,986.42.  Membership now stands at 100 members.
Officers’ Reports
Immediate Past President Kari Malkovich announced that elections will be held on March 15th. You must turn in your name badge in order to vote, which will be given back to you at the next general meeting. She announced the names of individuals who are standing for election, listed in the Bulletin and distributed via email. 
President Shauna Scott-Bellaccomo announced that an additional candidate was interested in seeking nomination.  Without objection, nominations were reopened. Gay Lynn Bennion was nominated to stand for the position of Director. Nominations were closed. 

Carol Harley, Second Vice President and chair of the elections committee, reported on election procedures.
Celebration Chair Susan Vaughn reminded the membership of the installation ceremony on March 29th at the Grand America Hotel. The price is $42, which can be paid in advance by credit card, or at the door by cash or check. The tree planting ceremony will be on May 19th. RSVP’s are needed by April 19th. The location will be the Kimball House at This is the Place State Park, and the cost will be $25.

Committee Updates
Judiciary Director Sophia Hawes-Tingey updated the group on the state of bills that have been presented. HB200 dealing with rape test kits passed. HB198 Conceal Carry bill, as well HB368 Sexual Consent and one of the civil asset forfeiture bills have been sent to the Rules Committee and are expected to die by the end of the session.

Natural Resources Director Kimber Gabryszak updated the group on bills that have been presented. The Joint Resolution to remove Bears Ears National monument designation was supported by the House, Senate, and signed by Governor Gary Herbert. HB408 passed in the House and has been sent to the Senate.

Business and Labor Director Brandy Farmer indicated that the Family Leave bill and Living Wage bills both have died, but the Small Business bill was on the floor and was expected to pass. 

HB154 Telehealth bill, minus the controversial clause about abortion, has passed. 

Program
The first of today’s presentations was under the direction of state issues chairs, Kari Malkovich and Seraya Amirthaingam.  Senator Jim Dabakis (D) spoke on this year’s SJR Joint Resolution Ratifying the Equal Rights Amendment to U.S. Constitution.  Gayle Ruzicka of the Eagle Forum spoke in opposition.

The second presentation was under the direction of Kimber Gabryszak and Kendra Seeley of the Natural Resources Committee.  Representative Michael Noel (R) spoke to his bill, HB408 State Property and School and Institutional Trust Land Amendments.  As no representative attended to speak in opposition, Kimber Gabryszak summarized opposition information.

New Business
A Resolution in Opposition to H.B. 408 State Property and School and Institutional Trust Lands Amendments, previously distributed by the Energy and Natural Resources Committee was presented.   Director Kimber Gabryszak moved the adoption of the resolution.  After discussion, the resolution in opposition to H.B. 408 was adopted with more than two-thirds in the affirmative.  It will be signed and distributed to members of the Utah State Legislature.
Announcements
Next general meeting is March 15th, 2017 in the Copper Room.
Adjourn
President Shauna Scott-Bellaccomo adjourned the meeting at 1:56 p.m.
Submitted by Katie Witt

Recording Secretary

