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  WOMEN’S STATE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF UTAH
_________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                   SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
GENERAL SESSION MINUTES
January 24, 2018 from 12:05 to 1:30 PM
Gold Room, Utah State Capitol
CALL TO ORDER/WECOME:  
Vice President Kendra Seeley

The General Meeting of the Women’s State Legislative Council was called to order by First Vice President Kendra Seeley at 12:05 PM.  Vice President Seeley welcomed members and guests.

The agenda for this meeting was distributed prior to the meeting.  The addition to the agenda of approval of the minutes for the October 18, 2017 was approved and the agenda was adopted as amended. 
MINUTES:

The minutes of the October 18, 2017 General Meeting were distributed by email and were approved as written.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Jeanne Bowen
INSPIRATIONAL THOUGHT:  
Nancy Lord

TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Gwen Springmeyer reported a checking account balance of $2,057.79 as of January 23, 2018, and a Zion’s Money Market balance of $11,998.52 as of December 29, 2017.  The report will be filed.

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:
President-Elect Josie Valdez reported that we have had 24 new members pay since October 18, 2017, we have 118 members on the roll.  Our new badges will be coming soon.
AFFILIATE REPORT: 
Utah County president Carolina Herrin reported that they had met on January 23 and discussed different aspects of education.  Next meeting will be February 20, 2018 where all the women mayors in Utah County will speak.  Everyone is invited to attend.
PROGRAM UNDER THE DIRECTION: 

Shauna Scott-Bellaccomo and Kendra Seeley
Speaker of the House, Representative Greg H. Hughes was introduced and welcomed by Shauna Scott-Bellaccomo.  Speaker Hughes told the group that Utah’s legislative session is the shortest one in the country, 45 calendar days in length, but with weekends off it’s a total of 33 days of work time.  During that time they have to prepare a budget plus there have been over 1100 bills filed so far this session. There are not enough minutes in the 33 days to hear every bill, so the rules committee looks at the bills and decides whether the bill should make it into a committee.  The system has been designed to make it very difficult to get a bill passed, it can die anywhere along the way and may make it through the house and senate and then be vetoed by the governor.  Rep. Hughes was congratulated for serving his final term as speaker having served for 16 sessions.  He stated that it had been a very rewarding experience.  He’s proud of the work done on the homeless issue and reported that there will be 1100 beds in the Road Home shelter.  Only Salt Lake City and Washington DC have homeless centers that big.  He ended with thanking everyone for coming today.
Lt. Governor Spencer J. Cox was introduced by Utah County Affiliate President Carolina Herrin.  During his introduction it was revealed that Lt. Governor Cox drives nearly 165 miles round trip to get to the capitol every day. He told the group that he will be giving the State of the State address later today. One of the duties of the Lt Governor is as chief liaison between the governor’s office and the legislature. He is very busy this time of the year especially with all the bills that have been filed.  He and the governor are the only two individuals that represent every person in the state of Utah.  The Lt Governor also oversees the elections in the state; he spends a lot of time on this because there is a lot happening around elections now.  This year there are several ballot issues that have been brought forward, signatures are being gathered right now.  Those that receive the required number of signatures of registered voters from around the state will ultimately end up on the ballot the next election. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
The next meeting will be January 31, 2018 in the Copper Room 12-00 -1:30 PM, Judiciary presenting.

ADJOURN:  1:30 PM
Group picture was taken with the Lt. Governor on the stairs in the rotunda.

Carol Harley

Recording Secretary

