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  WOMEN’S STATE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF UTAH
_________________________________________________________________________________________
                                                                                                                                               SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
General Session Minutes

Wednesday, March 2, 2016
Copper Room, State Senate Building

12:00 – 1:30 PM

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by President Shauna Scott-Bellaccomo at 12:10 p.m. Guests and visitors were introduced.
Adoption of Agenda

President Scott-Bellaccomo presented the agenda and it was adopted as amended.
Pledge of Allegiance
Fred Ash led the group in the pledge of allegiance.
Inspirational Message
Margot Thompson shared several humorous quotes giving perspective on government.
Minutes
Minutes from the February 24, 2016 general meeting were accepted as corrected.
Treasurer’s Report
President Elect Suzanne Mulet presented the Treasurer’s report for Renee Lowrey.  The checking account balance as of March 1, 2016 is $2,024.00.  Zion’s Gold Money Market balance as of January 31, 2016 is $13,968.77.
Membership Report
Suzanne Mulet reported that the membership of the group is now 86, and hopes that we will find 14 more members to make it an even 100.
Unfinished Business
It was reported to the membership that in the executive board meeting,  the general membership standing rules were amended to state that using a credit card for any purpose, the processing fees will be passed on to the credit card holder and not the organization. 
New Business
We will be having a boxed lunch for the legislative wrap-up meeting on March 16.  Options are All-American Hero, Mediterranean Chicken Wrap, or Vegetarian Mediterranean Wrap. Cost is $13 and must be paid by March 9th. 
Program by Education (Erin Preston/Seraya Amirthalingam) and Judiciary Committee (Taylor Rosecrans/Catherine Stokes)
Sen. Lincoln Fillmore (R) presented SB 244 School Funding Provisions. 

Liz Weight, retired teacher and community activist, shared thoughts on education funding and the distribution of funds between traditional and charter schools. As SB 244 has changed over the past few days, more time is needed to evaluate the ramifications.
Rep. Kim Coleman (R) shared thoughts on HB 365 Free Expression Act. 

No counterpoint speaker was available, but Judiciary Committee Director, Taylor Rosecrans, read excerpts from an article that took issue with the bill. Universities would like to carry on as they have been.
Rep. Craig Hall (R) presented his HB 110 Election Law Changes and HB 288 Educational Records Protection Amendments.
No counterpoint speaker was available.
A Resolution in Support of SB 43 Firearm Safety and Violence Prevention in Public Schools was moved by Erin Preston, Director of the Education Committee.  A call for count of the vote on division was made; the result was 20 in favor, 8 in opposition. The Resolution was adopted and will be signed and distributed as provided in the Bylaws.
Announcements
The next general meeting on March 9, 2016 will be held in the Copper Room.

Adjourn

President Shauna Scott-Bellaccomo adjourned the meeting at 2 p.m.
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SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO H.B. 157 AGE LIMIT FOR TOBACCO AND RELATED PRODUCTS

Whereas, Smoking is recognized as extremely harmful, with detrimental impacts to: the health, quality of life, and life expectancy of
smokers directly from smoking; the health, quality of life, and life-expectancy of nonsmokers and children from consumption of
secondary smoke;' and tax and insurance rates from increased healthcare costs;

Whereas, Laws are necessary to protect nonsmokers and children from these detrimental impacts and to encourage a reduction in
smoking to prevent further impacts:

Whereas, Existing laws are already in place to protect nonsmokers and children from detrimental impacts, such as prohibitions on
smoking in public places and in cars with children;”

Whereas, Nearly 90% of adult smokers started smoking before age 18 and 99% of adult smokers started smoking before age 26;*
Whereas, The current Utah smoking age is 19;"

Whereas, The Utah smoking age is already higher than the smoking age in 47 states (age 18), the same as three other states
(age 19), and lower than the smoking age in only one state (age 21);’

Whereas, The Utah smoking age is already one year higher than the age of adulthood, which is 18 in Utah and 18 or 19 in most states,
thus helping reduce the age of smoking onset; ®

Whereas, An increase in the smoking age to 21 would only address a small portion of the less than 9% adult smokers that started
smoking between ages 18-26--those within that group that are between ages 19-21;

Whereas, An increase in the smoking age to 21 would decrease tobacco and related product sales which could reduce tax revenue to the
state by over $2,000,000 and tax revenue to local governments of over $150,000:’

Whereas, A person is considered an adult in Utah at age 18, and at that time are considered capable of making life-altering decisions on
issues such as voting® and military enlistment:’ and

Whereas, Increasing the smoking age to 21 increases rather than limits the involvement of government in personal lives; now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Women's State Legislative Council of Utah urges the Utah State Legislature to reject an increase to the
smoking age and maintain the current smoking age of 19, one year higher than national averages.
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Kendra Seeley, Co-Chgir

Dated this 24th day of February 2016

Shauna Scott-Bellaccomo, Presiden Kimber Gabryszak, Director

Women’s State Legislative Council of Utah Energy and Natural Resources Energy and Natural Resources
Legislative Study Committee Legislative Study Committee
Footnotes: 1 - World Health Organization (http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs339/en/)

2 - Utah State Code (le.utah.gov. Sections 78B-6-1105, 26-15-11. 41-6a-1717. and Title 26-38)

3 -CDC Fact Sheet (http:/www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/fact_sheets/vouth_data/tobacco_use/)

4 - Utah State Code (le.utah.gov, Section 76-10-104)

5 - CDC Press Release (http://www.cde.gov/media/releases/2015/p0707-tobacco-age.html)

6 - National Conference of State Legislatures (www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/termination-of-child-support-age-of-majority.aspx

7 - Fiscal Note for H.B. 157 (http:/le.utah.gov/~2016/bills/static/HB0157.html)

8 - 26th Amendment to the Constitution of the United States adopted in 1971 (http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution_amendments_11-

27.html#26)
9 - Military Eligibility (http:/todaysmilitary.com/joining/entrance-requirements
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