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San Diego Toreros Gore BYU 57-80…and it wasn’t that close
Pictorial Perusal of What Happened to BYU Basketball

BYU’s six-year downward spiral in basketball has been examined, dissected, discussed, defended and should be the subject of several doctoral dissertations over the coming years.

For those unfamiliar with a dissertation, here is one definition. A thesis or dissertation is a document submitted in support of candidature for an academic degree or professional qualification presenting the author's research and findings.

I can’t wait a couple of years to discover what happened to BYU Basketball. And even though I already have a Ph.D, (Pharmaceutically Helped Daily) with Metformin, Lisinopril and Botox (to keep my BYU smile in place), here is a more mundane attempt at explaining BYU basketball pictorially and with previous tried and true dissertations.

It was Chick Hearn, the legendary LA Lakers announcer who coined and said continually when a team was shooting terribly. “They can’t even throw a pea in the ocean.” BYU was 1 of 17 from beyond the arc against San Diego.

Here is the BYU box score in pictures.
[image: ] [image: ]

Note there are no peas in the ocean.
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[image: ]Eddie Guerrero was a professional wrestler who coined the phrase, “If you’re not cheating, you’re not trying. Notice there are no peas floating in his sea either.




Here is a video that backs up Guerrero’s mantra and a good reason BYU has slid backward in basketball.
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When it comes to “Strong Ass” offers at BYU in recruiting, that would be the ultimate oxymoron, but if there were such a thing as “Strong Donkey” offers at BYU, here is my pictorial perspective of what it would look like.
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Actually, years ago a BYU head coach did lose his job for offering a “strong donkey” offer to an athlete who had no transportation in Provo.

Here is what he provided and was fired for.
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Bicycles and Bottom Line in BYU Basketball

BYU will only be as good as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints pipeline provides.

It hasn’t been a strong pipeline for several years now. Let me quickly explain that there is a difference between the regular pipeline of players of the sponsoring institution’s faith and elite players of the same faith.

Church players with NBA potential don’t sign with BYU but go with programs who while they may not be offering “Strong Backside” offers financially, they are offering one-way tickets to the NBA.

The elite Church prospects don’t sign with BYU. Good Church products to, but they aren’t good enough to compete with those prospects that warrant “strong donkey” offers from elite schools.

There are no elite Church prospects in the pipeline. There are some decent to good prospects, but none of the big boys with the big bucks will be offering any big-time money to these players.

The last strong donkey player at BYU that stuck in the NBA was Danny Ainge and that was decades ago. Mike Smith was a strong asset player, but he just got a cup of Postum in the league.

Kyle Collinsworth was the last big hope, but he is on the fringe in the “G” league. Nobody on this current team is NBA material and nobody has been NBA material for the last 6 years. If they were that is where they would be playing. Sorry, but that applies to Jimmer Fredette. If he was NBA material, he would be in the NBA.

Maybe better coaching and a different program culture would make a difference but watch the upcoming NCAA tournament and then tell me you honestly believe that. Do you honestly believe that when you watch players that are considered “Strong Asset Offered Players” that BYU can honestly compete without that caliber of players? Me either.
I will still watch BYU football and basketball. They are still my teams, but the bottom line the way big time college sports is set up is that if you want the thoroughbreds in your stable, you have to attend the auctions in Lexington where they are sold and be a competitive bidder.

Here is another viewpoint when it comes to BYU football and basketball from one of my favorite subscribers. I present it for your perusal or refusal.

Men's basketball is just one sport, and we knew it was a lost cause.   Forget about it (especially tonight) and look at the rest of the athletic department. 

What a turnaround, in one year, for track-and-field.   Last year BYU choked.   The 2018 men's team, in particular, had been highly ranked going into the NCAAs.   Once there, it failed mightily.   

This year, things were different.   Both men's and women's track-and-field did BYU proud, performing better than expected.   The men had been ranked 16th in the latest USTFCCCA poll, but they finished 13th at the NCAAs. 

The girls were even better.   The last poll (March 4) had them in the 22nd spot, but they finished 14th in the finals.

Those two finishes will translate into a lot of Directors' Cup points.

This is exactly what BYU should be doing.   The bureaucrats who run BYU aren't ruthless or creative enough to compete with the corrupt, religion-hating mass-culture when it comes to the money sports, football and men's basketball.   But BYU can compete elsewhere.   The Cougars should be an OVERALL sports power, like Stanford, Notre Dame, Penn State, UCLA.   

Let LSU make the "strong-ass offers" to sleazy front men for ghetto players.   BYU doesn't need to get into that sewer.   

https://ftw.usatoday.com/2019/03/lsu-will-wade

Beyond track and field, BYU has a top-twenty women's gymnastics team, for the first time in a long time.   Baseball is off to a hot start.   BYU men's tennis is actually ranked in some poll somewhere.   This is all good news for the school, and it's the proper way to run a university and to keep BYU's name in the headlines.  

Most NCAA athletes play these "other" sports, and many of them are also good students.   They generally hang around for all four years of college.   They're high-quality representatives of the school while they're attending, and later they become high-quality alumni.

More of that, please.   

A Subscriber

Just a Little Surprised
In an interview last week, a BYU football coach was asked which was harder to get in school at BYU when it came to football players. He said jucos were the easiest and grad transfers were almost impossible.

Again it appears that BYU is playing by different rules. That is probably good for the academic integrity of the school, so I will leave it at that.

But I do find it interesting that Big Ten schools with their Big Ten Academic Alliance seems to have no problem with grad transfers playing football and basketball at their prestigious institutions.

Here is how the Big Ten Academic Alliance describes itself: Headquartered in the Midwest, the Big Ten Academic Alliance is the nation’s preeminent model for effective collaboration among research universities. For more than half a century, these world-class institutions have advanced their academic missions, generated unique opportunities for students and faculty, and served the common good by sharing expertise, leveraging campus resources, and collaborating on innovative programs. Governed and funded by the Provosts of the member universities, Big Ten Academic Alliance mandates are coordinated by a staff from its Champaign, Illinois headquarters. 

The grad transfer that rings my bell is Russell Wilson who went from North Carolina State to Wisconsin to the NFL, without any admittance hitches. Here is the latest I have gleaned from the current Transfer portal when it comes to quarterbacks transferring to the Big Ten seamlessly.

Justin Fields is going from Georgia to Ohio State.
Josh Jackson is going from Virginia Tech to Maryland.
John Langan is going from Boston College to Rutgers.

When it comes to grad transfers to BYU, Ty’son Williams the grad transfer from South Carolina was on the Provo campus this past weekend. He would be a major upgrade to the Cougar’s offense.

Unfortunately, during his visit, it was snowing profusely, and also when it comes to being admitted as a grad student at BYU, that snow turns into an almost unpassable avalance blocking almost any and all grad transfers. It is possible, however, because Dylan Collie was admitted last season as a grad transfer.

We will see how this plays out.

Here is the latest BYU spring football roster as put out by the Cougars.
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2019 Football Roster

#
3

25
35
18
23
65
46
56
82
24
89

Name

Chaz Ah You
Tyler Allgeier
Matthew Anderson
Scott Anderson
Zayne Anderson
Ethan Atagi
Sam Baldwin
Clark Barrington
Brock Bastian
Joshua Buhler

Matt Bushman

Ht
6-2
511
6-0
59
6-2
6-5
6-3
6-6
6-2
6-1
6-5

Wt

205
220
170
150
210
330
200
292
205
205
240

Position
Linebacker
Running Back
Defensive Back
Kicker
Linebacker
Offensive Line
Linebacker
Offensive Line
Linebacker
Defensive Back

Tight End

Class
SO
FR
JR
SO
SR
FR
SR
FR
FR
SR
JR

Hometown

Saratoga Springs, Utah
Fontana, California
Castle Rock, Colorado
Carrollton, Utah
Stansbury Park, Utah
Ogden, Utah

Rexburg, Idaho
Spokane, Washington
Central Valley, Utah
Springville, Utah

Tucson, Arizona

Last School
Westlake HS
Kaiser HS

Castle View HS
Central-Carrollton HS
Stansbury Park HS
Bonneville HS
Madison HS
University HS
South Sevier HS
Snow College

Sahino HS
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97
67
17
85
17
10
99
10
03
30
66
55
23
34

Austin Chambers
Brady Christensen
Stacy Conner
Brayden Cosper
Matthew Criddle
Joe Critchlow
Zac Dawe

Jacob Doman
Bracken El-Bakri
Keenan Ellis
James Empey
Lorenzo Fauatea
Sione Finau

Kavika Fonua

6-5
6-6
6-6

61
64
64
510
63

6-4
6-4
511
60

315
295
190
212
200
215
273
180
292
175
300
306
180
205

Defensive Line
Offensive Line
Quarterback
Wide Receiver
Linebacker
Quarterback
Defensive Line
Wide Receiver
Defensive Line
Defensive Back
Offensive Line
Defensive Line
Running Back

Running Back

JR
SO
FR
FR
SO
SO
JR
SO
JR
SO
SO
SO
FR
SR

Shawnee Mission, Kansas
Bountiful, Utah

Wylie, Texas

South Jordan, Utah
Highland, Utah

Franklin, Tennessee
Pleasant Grove, Utah
Pleasant Grove, Utah
Cottonwood Heights, Utah
San Diego, California
American Fork, Utah
West Valley, Utah

Kearns, Utah

Syracuse, Utah

Shawnee Mission West HS
Bountiful HS
Wylie HS

Bingham HS

Snow College
Franklin HS
Pleasant Grove HS
Pleasant Grove HS
Brighton HS
Bonita Vista HS
American Fork HS
Hunter HS

Kearns HS

Syracuse HS
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48
68

15
2
1
16
30
33
08
73
80
28

Solofa Funa

JT Gentry

Dayan Ghanwoloku
Trevion Greene
Hayden Griffitts
Kyle Griffitts
Talmage Gunther
Jaren Hall
Tamarick Hallums
Koy Harris

Mitch Harris
Caden Haws

Nate Heaps

Chase Hermann

6-2
65
511
63
62
63
60
61
59
61
64
62
64
510

245
287
205
195
207
247
195
205
175
175
219
315
260
175

Linebacker
Offensive Line
Defensive Back
Defensive Back
Quarterback
Running Back
Quarterback
Quarterback
Defensive Back
Wide Receiver
Deep Snapper
Offensive Line
Tight End

Defensive Back

FR
FR
SR
SR
JR
JR
FR
FR
SO
FR
SR
FR
SO
SO

Spanish Fork, Utah
Littleton, Colorado
Layton, Utah

East Palo Alto, California
Windermere, Florida
Windermere, Florida
Highland, Utah
Spanish Fork, Utah
Honolulu, Hawaii
Henderson, Nevada
Gilbert, Arizona
Little Rock, Arkansas
American Fork, Utah

Qrem, Utah

Spanish Fork HS
Columbine HS
Northridge HS
Chabot College
West Orange HS
West Orange HS
Lone Peak HS
Maple Mountain HS
St. Louis HS
Coronado HS
Perry HS

Pulaski Academy
American Fork HS

Orem HS
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84
39
19
24
39

90
53
47

Chandon Herring
Isaiah Herron
Aleva Hifo

Beau Hoge
Tristen Hoge
Tevita Ika

Drew Jensen
Danny Jones
Austin Kafentzis
Jared Kapisi
Lopini Katoa
Devin Kaufusi
Isaiah Kaufusi

Jackson Kaufusi

67
61
510
61
65
58
62
64
61
60
61
67
62
62

302
175
190
210
301
188
210
245
200
195
210
255
210
220

Offensive Line
Defensive Back
Wide Receiver
Running Back
Offensive Line
Wide Receiver
Linebacker
Punter
Defensive Back
Defensive Back
Running Back
Defensive Line
Linebacker

Linebacker

JR
FR
SR
SR
JR
FR
FR
JR
SR
JR
SO
SO
JR
FR

Gilbert, Arizona

Las Vegas, Nevada
Menifee, California

Fort Thomas, Kentucky
Pocatello, Idaho

Provo, Utah

Salt Lake City, Utah
Essendon, Australia
Sandy, Utah

Pukalani, Hawaii
American Fork, Utah
Provo, Utah

Cottonwood Heights, Utah
Cottonwood Heights, Utah

Perry HS

Arbor View HS
Heritage HS
Highlands HS
Notre Dame

Provo HS

Brighton HS

La Trobe University
Arizona Western College
Maui HS

American Fork HS
Timpview HS
Brighton HS
Brighton HS
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21
17

21

58
9%
04
18
43
74
83

Brayden Keim
Harris LaChance
Motekiai Langi
Hirkley Latu
Moroni Laulu-Pututau
Austin Lee

Sam Lee

Gunnar Legas
Uriah Leiataua
Tanner Leishman
Freddy Livai
Hayden Livingston
AJ Lolohea
Kieffer Longson

Inoke Lotulelei

68
67
63
65
60
61
63
64
66
64
61
63
67
5.9

259
303
400
238
242
200
220
196
260
245
250
200
235
315
190

Tight End
Offensive Line
Defensive Line
Linebacker
Tight End
Defensive Back
Linebacker
Quarterback
Defensive Line
Tight End
Defensive Line
Defensive Back
Linebacker
Offensive Line

Wide Receiver

FR
FR
SO
FR
SR
SR
JR
FR
JR
SO
FR
FR
SO
JR
JR

Sandy, Utah
Herriman, Utah
Matangiake, Tonga
Kahuku, Hawaii
Hyrum, Utah

Draper, Utah
Escondido, California
Qrem, Utah

Compton, California
Las Vegas, Nevada
Fontana, California
Rigby, Idaho
Glendale, Utah

San Ramon, California

Midvale. Utah

Alta HS

Herriman HS
Liahona HS (Tonga)
Kahuku HS
Mountain Crest HS
Salt Lake Community College
San Pasqual HS
Orem HS
Dominguez HS
Desert Hills HS

AB Miller HS

Righy HS

West HS

Dougherty Valley HS

Cottonwood HS
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62
36
44
20
45
82
45
12
88
38

4
52
28

Atunaisa Mahe
D'Angelo Mandell
Bret Matthews
Austin McChesney
Darius McFarland
Dax Milne

Alex Miskela
Malik Moore

JJ Nwigwe

Jake Oldroyd
Neil Pau'u
Keenan Pili
Trajan Pili

Sawyer Powell

61
61
59
61
62
60
61
61
65
61
64
62
62
61

307
178
175
180
253
184
240
180
265
195
223
217
260
200

Defensive Line
Defensive Back
Punter
Defensive Back
Running Back
Wide Receiver
Linebacker
Defensive Back
Defensive Line
Kicker

Wide Receiver
Linebacker
Defensive Line

Defensive Back

FR
SO
SR
JR
FR
SO
FR
SO
SR
SO
JR
FR
SR
SR

West Jordan, Utah
San Diego, California
Provo, Utah
Highland, Utah
Brigham City, Utah
South Jordan, Utah
Los Alamitos, California
San Diego, California
Rockwall, Texas
Southlake, Texas
Santa Ana, California
Provo, Utah

Las Vegas, Nevada

West Richland, Washington

West Jordan HS
Del Norte HS
Timpview HS
Lone Peak HS
Box Elder HS
Bingham HS
Los Alamitos HS
Point Loma HS
Rockwall-Heath HS
Carroll HS
Servite HS
Timpview HS
Centennial HS

Richland HS
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27
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21
13
79

Mitchell Price
Addison Pulsipher
Morgan Pyper
Isaiah Ramos
Rhett Reilly
Baylor Romney
Gunner Romney
Spencer Romney
Keanu Saleapaga
Bucky Schrader
Thomas Shoaf
Talon Shumway
Micah Simon

Jacob Smith

6-0
65
62
6-4
62
62
63
510
66
510
65
63
61
65

185
275
200
205
175
190
188
180
310
180
292
212
190
301

Defensive Back
Tight End
Running Back
Quarterback
Quarterback
Quarterback
Wide Receiver
Wide Receiver
Offensive Line
Defensive Back
Offensive Line
Wide Receiver
Wide Receiver

Offensive Line

SO
SR
FR
SO
SO
FR
SO
SR
SO
SO
SR
SR
SR
FR

Pleasant Grove, Utah
Temecula, California
Idaho Falls, Idaho
Carlsbad, California
Valley Center, California
El Paso, Texas
Chandler, Arizona
Pleasant Grove, Utah
Lakewood, California
Eagle, Idaho
Columbus, Indiana
South Jordan, Utah
Dallas, Texas

Farmington, Minnesota

Pleasant Grove HS
Temecula Valley HS
Hillcrest HS
Carlsbad HS

Valley Center HS
Franklin HS
Chandler HS
Pleasant Grove HS
La Mirada HS

Eagle HS
Columbus North HS
Lone Peak HS
Bishop Dunne HS

Rosemount HS
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86
22
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95
31
35
49
51
91
32

70

Skyler Southam
Gabe Summers
Jacob Talbot
Joseph Tiatia
Alden Tofa
Khyiris Tonga
Max Tooley
Matthew Treanor
Langi Tuifua
Jeddy Tuiloma
Earl Tuioti-Mariner
Hank Tuipulotu
Jaylon Vickers
Brevan Ward

Troy Warner

6-0
62
63
510
64
64
62
510
63
61
64
63
510
65
61

200
250
205
185
270
340
222
185
235
300
294
236
183
270
205

Kicker
Defensive Line
Wide Receiver
Running Back
Defensive Line
Defensive Line
Linebacker
Defensive Back
Defensive Line
Defensive Line
Defensive Line
Tight End
Defensive Back
Offensive Line

Defensive Back

SO
SO
SO
SO
SO
JR
FR
SR
SO
SO
SO
FR
FR
SO
SR

Heber City, Utah
Saratoga Springs, Utah
Redmond, Washington
West Valley, Utah
West Jordan, Utah
West Valley, Utah
Bountiful, Utah
Orange, California
South Jordan, Utah
Topeka, Kansas
Topeka, Kansas

Fort Mill, South Carolina
Tallahassee, Florida
Gilbert, Arizona

San Marcos, California

Wasatch HS
Westlake HS
Redmond HS
Hunter HS

West Jordan HS
Granger HS
Bountiful HS

Dixie State
Bingham HS

Butler Community College
Washburn Rural HS
Nation Ford HS
East HS

Highland HS
Mission Hills HS
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25
29
37
32
50

Will Watanabe
Chase Wester
Austin Whetzel
Chris Wilcox
Connor Wills

Zach Wilson

510
511
511
6-2
6-0
6-3

194
185
175
197
235
200

Defensive Back
Running Back
Wide Receiver
Defensive Back
Linebacker

Quarterback

FR
SO
JR
SR
SO
SO

Provo, Utah
Hoschton, Georgia
Lehi, Utah
Fontana, California
Rexburg, Idaho
Draper, Utah

Timpview HS
Jackson County HS
Lehi HS

Eleanor Roosevelt HS
Madison HS

Corner Canyon HS
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