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PUNCTUATION MARK FOR BYU FOOTBALL RECRUIT-
ING

BYU football recruiting is a never ending story, but occasionally, you can find a place to put a punc-
tuation mark in a paragraph detailing the pursuit of players.

BYU and Bronco Mendenhall did just that when they announced with an exclamation point 21 new
football signees that inked letters of intent with the Cougars.

It is a class that, in our opinion, will keep BYU at the forefront of the Mountain West Conference and
also keep the Cougars on the periphery of the BCS big boys.

Until BYU can find more players with more speed, it will remain that way.

Recruiting Recap

Star Power...For a coach who repeatedly says that he doesn’t read newspapers or listen to media
reports about his team and recruiting, Bronco Mendenhall always seems to have a nice power point
presentation to refute what is being said in the media and on the web.

This time it was a defense of BYU’s lack of “recruiting stars” assigned to Cougar signees.

Speaking of Stars, It Is What It Is...It is just our opinion, but Mendenhall’s anti-star rhetoric concerning
recruiting may have been related to the fact that almost all of the LDS recruits with the most recruiting
stars, did not sign with the Cougars.

You can always come up with an excuse why they didn’t sign, but once again, if a kid is considered
big-time in the recruiting world, he is much more likely to sign with a BCS school. Empirically, you just



can’t refute the evidence of the last decade and longer.
With all due respect to Bronco and his distain for stars, here is where the big-name and well-starred
LDS recruits signed:

Uona Kavienga, LB, Leuzinger HS, Ca...USC
Kevin Prince, QB, Crespi HS, Ca...UCLA
Hamani Stevens, OL, Hemet HS, Ca...Oregon
Max Tuiti-Mariner, OL, Corona HS, Ca...Colorado
Simi Kuli, DL, EI Camino JC, Ca...Oregon State
Lyn Katoa, LB, Cottonwood HS, Ut...Colorado
David Kruger, DL, Timpanogas HS, Ut...Utah

Bronco’s logic of not needing recruits with lots of stars to win is commendable and well documented
with BYU’s 22-2 record of the last two seasons. How can you argue with that?

How about with the fact that 16 of those 22 wins came against teams in the MWC that have recruits
that have even less stars than BYU has. Two more of those 22 wins came against Utah State and
Eastern Washington. They can’t even spell “star” at those schools.

Win 16 of 22 games in a BCS league and you have something to talk about. Heck, win 11 of 22 games
against a BCS conference schedule and we are all for the power point presentation.

If the criterion in recruiting is winning the MWC, BYU should be ecstatic.

If the goal is to be competive outside of the MWC, however, and win at least 50% of your games
against teams from BCS conferences, then, in our opinion, stars and speed really do matter in recruit-
ing.

We were hoping that Mitt Romney would win the Republican nomination for President. His power
point presentations were stunning and spectacular in the MWC states of Utah, Colorado, Wyoming and
Montana. Unfortunately, the race was decided by BCS states like Florida, lllinois, New York and
California.

Delegates and defeats in football don’t lie. Despite what we wish would happen, Romney and BYU
football are still not yet beyond being provincial powerhouses.

We want to believe that BYU can compete against the BCS big boys. But like a political campaign,
you can spin it all you want, but without the numbers, you have nothing.

In the last 10 seasons, BYU is 12-20 against teams from BCS conferences. Of those teams the
Cougars have faced, with the exception of USC, none have been upper tier teams in their leagues
when the game was played. Remember, BYU gets the fourth and fifth place BCS teams in their bowl
games

In the last three years under Mendenhall, BYU is 3-6 against BCS teams.

We like the direction of BYU football and love the job Mendenhall is doing, but so far, the recruiting spin
still doesn’t match the actual BCS defeats count.

Again, in our opinion, BYU had a spectacular recruiting class for what they are; an upper tier, non-
BCS school.

We like winning the MWC and this class will keep the Cougars doing just that.

But BYU still needs more high quality athletes if they are going to compete consistently with BCS con-
ferences.

Despite the power point presentations, the tell tale sign for us that BYU is not one of the big boys yet
is that they are touting a kicker as their top get. And in case you forgot, BYU’s best player and quar-
terback last season was recycled from ASU, a BCS conference school.

Mendenhall may not need more recruiting stars on his list, but he will need more athletes with better
skills and more speed to be a consistent national player. The record against BCS schools doesn't lie.

When an LDS athlete that is BCS quality comes along, you consistently have to sign your share of
that group. If you don’t, you are consistently going to continue losing to the BCS schools that land



them.

We are all for BYU going 12-0 next year. They should be favored on paper in all MWC games next
season. They should have a legitimate chance against two lower tier teams from the Pac 10 in UCLA
and Washington. They can handle Utah State and Northern lowa.

That would make us happy, but it wouldn’t prove us wrong.

Show us a minimum of a .500 record against BCS teams over the next five years utilizing BYU’s
recruiting classes and we will let any and all Cougar fans pummel us with a power point presentation
for as long as they want.

Recruiting Fluff and Stuff

Missionaries...Five of the 21 recently signed recruits intend to serve LDS missions before enrolling in
school. They are: Austin Holt, Jake Murphy, Kevan Bills, Michael Yeck and Spencer Hadley.

Readin’ Writin’ and You Do the ‘Rithmatic... Twenty percent of this class still has to clear some academ-
ic hurdles before being allowed to enroll in school. Those who still have academic work to complete or
tests to take and pass include: O’Neill Chambers, Seta Pohahau, Atem Bol and Bernard Afutiti.

Speaking of Afutiti...He was the surprise recruit of the class. BYU went after him years ago out of high
school, but he had academic issues then. He signed at San Jose State, but couldn’t matriculate there
either. There is no question that he is a talented player, but history has shown that there is a question
on his achieving academic eligibility.

Quarterbacks...BYU did offer Kevin Prince, but he said no and then tore his knee and didn’t play this
past season. He signed at UCLA and will go on an LDS mission before enrolling at Westwood.

BYU did not sign a gb this year. They have lost Jason Munns and James Lark to LDS missions, but
still have Max Hall and Brenden Gaskins returning.

Stephen Covey will be the No. 3 gb on the depth chart this spring. He has returned from his mission
and will play where we thought he had the most ability. This kid is a playmaker.

He returned from his mission with some health issues, but reports we get indicate that he has resolved
those issues. He will be a redshirt freshman.

Early Start For Next Year...BYU already has four commitments for their next recruiting class. Bronco
Mendenhall has offered Adam Timo, 6-1, 175, RB; Craig Bills, 6-2, 200, DB; Jray Galea’i, 6-0, 170,
DB and Terry Alletto, 6-3, 260, OL. All will be seniors this fall and said they will sign with BYU.

These prospects were offered last spring and summer.

If Bronco wants to accelerate the recruiting clock even more, it would make Tevita Ofahengaue
absolutely relevant.

In case you forgot, Ofahengaue was a tight end with BYU who was the last player taken in the 2001
draft. Consequently, he gained the customary nickname of Mr. Irrelevant.
While he was playing for BYU he was married and had four children.

Which brings us back again to offering early scholarships. We don’t know if this guy is on the BYU
early recruiting radar screen, but we are willing to bet that he will be.

Check out some video highlights of Ofenhague’s oldest kid, Tre. He was a freshman at Lehi High
School in Utah this past fall.

You can see the video by clicking here. http:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=ceyQTXWsBu0

Here are the official BYU bios of the most recent recruiting class:









BYU ALONE IN FIRST PLACE IN MWC



Thanks to a timely 83-72 win over TCU Wednesday night in the Marriott Center and a UNLV loss to
Utah in Salt Lake City the same evening, BYU now finds itself all alone atop the MWC basketball stand-
ings with a 7-1 league record.

UNLV slips into a two-way tie for second place with San Diego State. The Aztecs and Rebels both
have 6-2 records.

The Cougars, who are 18-5 overall, have now won six consecutive conference games. Their latest
victory was accomplished without much scoring from Lee Cummard, who is BYU’s leading scorer. He
was held to just 4 points and had just 4 shots in the game.

Trent Plaisted led all scorers with 27 points. He was 7-0f-9 from the free throw line, which is a marked
improvement from his earlier outings at the charity stripe. Jonathan Tavernari added 20 points to the
Cougar cause.

The Cougars will not play until next Wednesday when they travel to Colorado State to face the Rams
in the second go-round of conference action.

BYU will get Air Force, Utah, Wyoming and UNLV at home during their last eight games and face road
games against New Mexico, SDSU, TCU in addition to the upcoming CSU contest in Fort Collins.

TELEVISION TIMETABLE

BYU vs. Colorado State
Wednesday, Feb. 13 at Fort Collins
Tipoff: 7:00 pm Mountain Time
TV: none

BYU vs. UNLV

Saturday, Feb. 16 at Provo
Tipoff; 7:00 pm Mountain Time
TV: CSTV

BYU vs. Utah

Wednesday, Feb. 20 at Provo
Tipoff: 8:00 pm Mountain Time
TV: Mtn

Rebroadcasts

Here is a list of games that will be rebroadcast in the Utah Market only on KBYU:
BYU-Utah: Saturday, Feb. 23, 10:00 pm

BYU-New Mexico: Saturday, Mar. 1, 11:00 pm

BYU-Wyoming: Saturday, Mar 8, 11:30 pm
BYU-TCU: Wednesday, Mar. 12, 10:30 pm



